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tern. It rises in the west-central part of Min-
nesota, not far from the source of the Missis-
sippi, flows southwesterly, then northerly,
into Manitoba, where it empties into Lake
Winnipeg. At Wahpeton, X. D., it is joined
by the Bois de Sioux, which rises in Lake
Traverse, and the two streams form the
boundary between Minnesota and North Da-
kota. Its important tributaries are the Shey-
enne and the Pembina in North Dakota, and
the Assiniboine, which joins it at Winnipeg.
Its length is about 700 miles, and it is navi-
gable as far as Grand Forks, but it is now
but little used for transportation purposes.
The basin of the Red River of the North
has an area of 63,400 square miles, a large
part of which is the bed of the ancient Lake
Agassiz (which see), and constitutes one of
the most important wheat-growing regions in
the world. See wheat; also the articles
minnesota ; manitoba.
RED RIVER REBELLION, re "bel'yun, an
uprising in 1870 against the Canadian Gov-
ernment by Indians and half-breeds, or metis,
living in the Red River Valley in Manitoba.
Previous to 1870 the metis had been under the
government of the Hudson's Bay Company,
who allowed them to live as they pleased,
without securing titles to their land. In 1869
the Hudson's Bay Company transferred to
the British government its claim to the vast
territory extending inland from Hudson Bay.
The following year the British government
transferred the title to the Dominion of Can-
ada, and a government survey was ordered.
The metis naturally feared that they would
lose their land; moreover, the excitement
caused by the survey was increased by news
that Hon. William McDougall had been ap-
pointed governor of the territory.
Under the leadership of Louis Riel a pro-
visional government was organized. Riel
took possession of Fort G-arry, now Winni-
peg, and ordered MeDougall not to enter the
territory. MeDougall, seeing that the half-
breeds had just cause for complaint, heeded
Kiel's order, and affairs would have been
easily adjusted had not Riel ordered the exe-
cution of a young man, Thomas Scott. This
act aroused such indignation throughout
Canada that Colonel Garnet Wolseley with
a force of 700 men was sent to pnt down the
rebellion. Riel fled to the United States. The
half-breeds were pacified when given 240
acres of land each, and the rebellion came to
an end. See kiel, Louis,
 RED SEA, fin arm of the Indian Ocean and
an important waterway between Europe and
Asia, lying between the Arabian Peninsula
and Northeastern Africa. Its length is 1/200
miles and its greatest breadth is 200 miles.
It is connected witli the Indian Ocean by the
Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb and the Gulf of
Aden, and with the Mediterranean Sea by
the Suez Canal. At the northern end it
divides into two branches, the Gulf of Aka-
bah extending into Arabia, and the Gulf of
Suez, between Arabia and Egypt. The Sinai
Peninsula, famous as the land where the
Israelites wandered for forty years, lies be-
tween these gulfs.
The Red Sea is a great crack in the rocks
into which the water flowed from the Indian
Ocean. The mean temperature of the water
is 77° in the north, 80° in the middle and 84°
in the south. Coral reefs extend along the
shores, rendering the sea dangerous to navi-
gators, except in the middle channel, which
has a depth of 2,000 to 3,000 feet The shores
are barren, and there are but few harbors.
On the east are mountains and tablelands
varying in altitude from 3,000 to 6,000 feet,
but the western shore is low.
Since the construction of the Suez Canal
the importance of the Red Sea as a water
highway is almost beyond estimate. Before
the opening of this canal, traffic between
Europe and the Orient was over long caravan
routes, or around the Cape of Good Hope*
The Phoenicians and Jews carried on an ex-
tensive commerce on this sea at the time of
their greatest prosperity. The origin of the
name is unknown. Edorn, a country to the
northeast, may have suggested the name, as
Edom is the Hebrew word for red. See suez
canal.
BED'START, one of the most charming
of the American warblers. The prevailing
color is black, but the wings, sides and tail
at the base are a bright orange-red, and the
lower parts are mainly white. Its beautiful
color, sprightly habits and sweet song make
the redstart a general favorite throughout
the United States and Canada, where it
spends the summer. It hops about from limb
to limb in search of insects, and, in its flight
darts upward, downward and sidewise, fre-
quently rolling over and over like a leaf
blown by the wind; yet these seemingly care-
less movements are for a purpose, for the
bird is in pursuit of insects which it catches
with great skill. The nest is built in a busb

